
UK cinema staff rewarded for
safeguarding recent film releases
Dr Ros Lynch, Copyright & IP Enforcement Director of the Intellectual Property Office (IPO), was our
special guest at an event in London in September, when we presented rewards to vigilant staff from
cinemas in Scotland, Wales, England and Ireland, recognising their work to disrupt or prevent film piracy. 

Dr Lynch congratulated each recipient (below) and emphasised the on-going importance of valuing
and protecting copyright.
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Welcome
...to issue 3 of this
eNewsletter, keeping you
appraised of the work of
the UK’s Film Content
Protection Agency. FCPA is
dedicated to the security of
UK theatrical film releases,
safeguarding the industry’s
assets and, ultimately, the
range of choices available
to UK filmgoers. Our busy
work programme aims to
make it as hard as possible
for films to be copied
illegally in the first place.

Formed in 2016, FCPA is a
subsidiary of the trade
body, Film Distributors’
Association, and works in
partnership with many
organisations in the
film/cinema and law
enforcement communities
in the UK and overseas –
there are examples
throughout this eNewsletter.

You can access the
previous editions of
the eNewsletter here

90% of pirated files are sourced directly from cinemas around the
world, but thankfully in recent years very few illegal copies have come
from the UK – the position is utterly transformed from a decade ago.

In recent months alone, 27 FCPA rewards have been handed out (right),
most of them at the event in September. Collectively they covered 24
incidents, 16 of which were attended by police. Ten resulted in formal
police cautions, while some cases are still being investigated. 

The recipients included employees from Cineworld, Vue, Odeon 
and Showcase Cinemas. Their successful interventions helped to
protect a diverse mix of UK releases including Avengers: Infinity War,
Rampage, The First Purge, Sanju, Baaghi 2 and The Meg.

2018 to date: As well as the presentation of rewards, FCPA has
delivered ‘best practice’ training sessions to more than 1,600 cinema
staff around the UK, and communicated 25 Vulnerable Release Alerts 
to cinemas prior to the launch of many UK-first releases.

Winners: Dr Ros Lynch of the IPO (right) with a
group of cinema staff at FCPA’s event at the
Courthouse Hotel, central London, in September.
Each individual received a financial reward and a
certificate signed by FDA’s President, Lord
Puttnam of Queensgate CBE. Sponsored by the
Department for Business, Energy and Industrial
Strategy (BEIS), the IPO is the UK government
body responsible for IP rights including copyright,
trademarks and patents. You can find the latest
from the IPO here.
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Multi-agency operations
During 2018, FCPA investigators have taken part in numerous
operations alongside Police, Trading Standards and other law
enforcement agencies across the UK. These involved the
recovery of millions of pounds worth of illegal film content
including high-quality discs and streaming boxes (right).

Recent investigations have also resulted in the take-down
and removal of one of the most popular UK-based IPTV
websites, which provided access to infringing film and
TV content. The case is now being prosecuted by law
enforcement officers – watch this space!

CSI film: Just a snapshot of the
stacks of counterfeit discs seized in
multi-agency raids earlier this year.

https://www.launchingfilms.com/filmcontentprotectionagency/landing
https://www.launchingfilms.com/filmcontentprotectionagency/landing
https://www.launchingfilms.com/filmcontentprotectionagency/newsletters
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/intellectual-property-office#content


On 4 October 2018, FCPA joined the
Scottish Anti-Illicit Trade Group
(SAITG) at a special event in Edinburgh
to recognise the exceptional role of the
private sector in the fight against IP
crime in Scotland.

One of the two awards was
presented to staff at the Vue
Glasgow Fort for their work
leading to the arrest of a film
pirate (‘cammer’) at that site
last year. The offender was
duly convicted in May 2018, as
reported widely online (top right) –
usefully adding to UK case law that film
piracy is a criminal offence.

Humza Yousaf, Cabinet Secretary for
Scotland, presented the awards. He is
pictured (right) with Kenny McAskill,
SAITG chair and former Justice Minister
for Scotland (last right).

At the same event, Mr Yousaf also
presented FCPA rewards to staff from
Cineworld (below right) for their roles in
disrupting illegal recording activity. Our
thanks and congratulations go to all of
them.

Keeping it real: FCPA is pleased to be
collaborating with the SAITG on on-going
IP crime investigations. Discover more
about the SAITG here

Special award
for cinema staff

in Scotland
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Call the Director of FCPA 
at any time: 07920 725725
Email your feedback 
or queries: 
fcpa@fda.uk.net
         /launchingfilmsUK

         @launching_films
         #launchingfilms
         launchingfilms.com

Contact FCPA Please note: You have received this eNewsletter because you
have already had some professional contact with us and have
opted to receive it. Your data is a precious asset, which FCPA
will safeguard. We only hold data that we use – your name and
email address – and we will not share it or use it for any other
purpose. You can unsubscribe 
at any time. Our full privacy 
policy is here.  Thank you.

FCPA
partnerships
• PIPCU: The Police Intellectual
Property Crime Unit (PIPCU) is
a unit in the City of London
Police, the national lead force
for fraud. PIPCU was
established in 2013
specifically to investigate and
deter serious, organised IP
crime. FCPA welcomes and
supports the three officers
newly seconded to PIPCU by
the Motion Picture Association
– we wish them every success 
in their busy roles.

• BAFTA: FCPA is again
collaborating with BAFTA 
and its voting members to
safeguard their screeners
throughout the current
2018/19 film awards season.
We’d like to thank them all for
their care and co-operation –
the track record is exemplary
but we can never be
complacent as just one 
digital copy can be streamed
globally within hours.

Online quiz
for cinema
staff
Cinema staff are invited to
broaden and test their awareness
of illegal recording activity at any
time by participating in our online
quiz here

We award £500 quarterly prizes
– the current quarter runs until
31 December 2018. 

Thank you to all of the 2,600+
cinema staff who entered the
quiz in the last quarter, July –
September, and congratulations
to our winners from the Reel
cinema, Widnes and Light House
cinema, Dublin.

link to https://www.saitg.scot/
https://www.facebook.com/launchingfilmsUK
https://twitter.com/LAUNCHING_FILMS
https://twitter.com/LAUNCHING_FILMS
https://www.launchingfilms.com/
https://www.launchingfilms.com/privacy-policy
https://www.facebook.com/launchingfilmsUK
https://twitter.com/LAUNCHING_FILMS
http://www.launchingfilms.com/filmcontentprotectionagency/fcpa-quiz-page
https://www.launchingfilms.com

